ALEC ENPOSED

“ALEC” has long been a
secretive collaboration
between Big Business and
“conservative” politicians.
Behind closed doors, they
ghostwrite “model” bills to
be introduced in state
capitols across the country.
This agenda-underwritten
by global corporations-
includes major tax
loopholes for big industries
and the super rich,
proposals to offshore U.S.
jobs and gut minimum
wage, and efforts to
weaken public health,
safety, and environmental
protections. Although many
of these bills have become
law, until now, their origin
has been largely unknown.
With ALEC EXPOSED, the
Center for Media and
Democracy hopes more
Americans will study the
bills to understand the
depth and breadth of how
big corporations are
changing the legal rules
and undermining democracy
across the nation.

By the Center for
Media and Democracy

wWww.prwaich.org

DID VOU KROW? Corporations VOTED to adopt this. Through ALEC, global companies

work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. DO VOU?

ALEC’s Corporate Board

-in recent past or present
o AT&T Services, Inc.
centerpoint360

UPS

Bayer Corporation
GlaxoSmithKline

Energy Future Holdings
Johnson & Johnson
Coca-Cola Company
PhRMA

Kraft Foods, Inc.

Coca-Cola Co.

Pfizer Inc.

Reed Elsevier, Inc.

DIAGEO

Peabody Energy

Intuit, Inc.

Koch Industries, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Verizon

Reynolds American Inc.

« Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

« Salt River Project

o Altria Client Services, Inc.

o American Bail Coalition

o State Farm Insurance

For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.
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Development
Economic Liberty Resolution
Summary

This resolution calls for state legislatures to establish a Joint Legislative Committee on
Economic Freedom for the purposes of identifying legal and regulatory barriers to private
investment and entrepreneurship, and proposing legislation on such other actions as may
be necessary to remove such barriers.

Model Resolution

WHEREAS, a prosperous economy depends upon job creation through private
investment and entrepreneurship; and

WHEREAS, greater private investment and entrepreneurship is associated with greater
economic prosperity; and

WHEREAS, the unparalleled success of the American economy is the result of private
investment and entrepreneurship; and

WHEREAS, unnecessary legal and regulatory barriers to private investment and
entrepreneurship exist, especially in overly prescriptive licensing requirements, excessive
regulations, and government pre-emption of business opportunities; and

WHEREAS, private investment and entrepreneurship are discouraged by unnecessary
legal and regulatory barriers, reducing the potential for economic prosperity; and

WHEREAS, poverty is an issue of significant public concern; and

WHEREAS, there are significant geographical pockets of poverty, especially in urban
areas, in which legitimate economic activity is substantially impeded; and

WHEREAS, various entrepreneurial opportunities that would require little investment
are closed to potential low income entrepreneurs by unnecessary legal and regulatory
barriers; and

WHEREAS, the only reliable and sustainable means for reducing poverty is for the poor
to climb the income ladder through entrepreneurial activity and employment; and

WHEREAS, by facilitating entrepreneurship by the poor, a means of exit from poverty
would be provided for such new entrepreneurs and their employees; and

WHEREAS, increased entrepreneurship and private investment in low income
communities would increase levels of tax revenue, improving the financial condition of
governments;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the legislature establish the Joint
Legislative Study Committee on Economic Freedom for the purposes of (1) identifying
legal and regulatory barriers to private investment and entrepreneurship and (2)
proposing legislation or such other actions as may be necessary to remove such barriers;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Legislative Committee on Economic
Freedom shall identify any law or regulation, in whole or in part, that precludes or
discourages:

Entry into or operation of any commercial business for any reason other than legitimate
health and safety regulation, whether through licensing, franchising, or other regulatory
or legal mechanism, or

Operation of public services by entrepreneurs, whether without subsidy or under
competitive contract, consistent with legitimate public objectives. Legitimate public
objectives shall mean the interests of the population at large and the interests of the
users of the corresponding public service, and shall exclude the interest of any group
smaller than the population at large, other than users; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Legislative Committee on Economic
Freedom shall identify as legal or regulatory barriers any practice or activity of any
business or occupational licensing board or authority that exceeds the requirements of
public health and safety; and

Did you
know that
global
corporation
Kraft Foods
was the
corporate
co-chair in
20117



Spare4
Highlight

Spare4
MainTopStamp

Spare4
Top Bar

Spare4
TopLeftSidebar

Spare4
CorpBoardforSideBar

Spare4
Callout
Did you know that global corporation Kraft Foods was the corporate co-chair in 2011? 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Legislative Committee on Economic
Freedom shall identify as legal or regulatory barriers any legal or regulatory obligation to
pay more, in wages or benefits, than the standard federal minimum wage, and any other
labor or work rule legal or regulatory requirement that does not apply universally to all
public and private employers in the particular business sector; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Legislative Committee on Economic
Freedom shall propose the most effective means of removing all identified legal and
regulatory barriers to entrepreneurship and private investment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in its deliberations, the Joint Legislative Committee
on Economic Freedom shall give priority consideration to business sectors with lower
private investment requirements and business sectors anticipated to provide the greatest
opportunity for expansion of entrepreneurship and private investment in low income
communities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Legislative Committee on Economic
Freedom shall report to the legislature no later (insert appropriate date, such as one year
following ratification of the resolution), listing and describing the legal and regulatory
barriers identified and the required corrective mechanisms.

1996 Sourcebook of American State Legislation

About US and ALEC ENPOSED. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and government
propaganda. We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.SourceWatch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-9713.
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